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lGwing -is a’ trakiscript’ of re-
marks yesterday by President Rea-
garf and Elie Wiesel, chairman of the:
United States Holocqust Memorial
Council,”after Mr,” Wiesel fecefved
thé Congressional - Gold Medal of
Achievement at the White House, as
recorded by The New York Times:
A , 107 Stme

Reagan’s Remarks . .
wish people have. just finished
- celebrating. Passover, the holiday
_thaf marks the exodus from Egypt, -

the, deliverance from: slavery. But
thig week, we commemorate a nonde.

Haggadah, there is the phrase, “In
every generation, they riseup against .
to annihilate us,’! In the generation. .” -
the Holocaust, that. annihilation .
nearly succeeded in Europe: Six mil«-
ion murdered, among them over a
* million children,:. . ... .
How does life continue in the face of
thxighcﬁ;ne against humanity?

1@ survivors swore their oath,
‘Never again,”’ And the American
people also made that pledge, “Never
aiam," and we’ve kept it. Wo kept it
when we supported the establishment
of the state of Israel, the refuge that
the Jewish gle lacked during the -
Holocaust, the dream of generations, -
the surg sign of God’s hand in history.
America will nevér waver in our sup--
port for that nation to which our ties ..
of faith- aré unbreakable.: To say.

“Never' again,’* however, is' not"
enough: When with Israel the United
States reached gut to help save Ethioe
pian J eﬁwe were also fulfilling our

ledge. Thi :

The Future of Soviet Jewry - .
yday, we work on and on to help
Soviet- Jewry;  which suffers fronr
persécution, intimidation and impriss -
onment within- Soviet. borders,  We:= .
will: never relifiquish’ our hope. for.
their fréedom and we will never cease
0. work: for if: If the Soviet Union :
truly wants peace, truly wants friend.
hip,: then let ther releasd Anatoly
SheRarapsky and frée Soviet Jewry.

But. our pledge. was: more; th

lever again.’” It wag also “Never.
forget.’* And we've kept that pledge; -

00, We Kept that pledge when we es-" «
tablished | the' Holocaust - Memori:
Commission and set the' cornerstone-

eneration’ of - - -

@ Holocaugts--

And in our lives we keep that pledge

wheit we privately in our own fami-

lies and in our hearts remember, .

From the ashes of the Holocaust
e .

s was truly God’s work. < g,

- tude for your

emerged the miracle of Israel and an-
other miracle — that the survivors

. began life again. They came to new

lands, many to Israel and many,
God, to America. They built

' new families and with each child gave

us the greatest symbol of this faith in
the fumr?. They lmu 1t to us the elo-
quence of a people who, in surviving
such suffering, asked only for the
right to remember and be remem-
bered, A people who did not permit
themselves to descend into the pits of
and quagmires of hatred but lifted

themselves instead, and with them all

. of humankind, out of darkness, up to-

ward a time when hatred is no more
and all nationg and all people are as
ane.

' A Sharing of Grief

tragedy of the Holocaust directly
shared their grief and mourned for
their victims. We too prayed for a bet-
ter future and a better world where

all- peoples: and" all nations would °

come together in peace and defense of

Today, there i3 a spirit of reconcili-
ation between the peoples of the allied
nations and the peoples of Germany
and even n the soldiers who
f«;u it ‘ead}h other on the bamefieldz
0f Europe. That spirit must grow an
be strengthened. As the people of Eu-
rope rebuilt their shattered lands, the
survivors rebuilt their shattered
lives, and they did so despite the sear-

pain, And we who are their fellow
citizens have taken up their memo-
ries and tried to learn from them
what we must do. '

No one hag taught us. more than
Elie Wiesel, N

His life stands as & symbol. His life
is testimony that the human spirit en-
ures
us, for it can fade as the g;:erations
change, But Elie Wiesel has helped
make the memory of the Holocaust
eternal by preserving the story of the
six million Jews in his works, Like the

. prophets whose words guide us to this
day, his works will teach humanity .

timeless lessong. He teaches about
despair,. but. also_about . hope. He
eaches about our capacity to do evil,

" but alsg about the possibility of cour-

age and resistance and about our ca-
pacity to sacrifice for a higher good.

. He teacheg about death, but in the end

he tezches about life, - - .
Elie, we present. you with this
medal as an e:;;f)ressipn of our grati-
life’s work, -
= In honoring Elie Wiese!, we thank
him for a- life that's dedicated to
others. We pledge that he will never
forget or that we will never foraft
that in many places in the world the
cancer of antl-Semitism still exists.
Beyond our fervent hopes and our an-

' 'We- who had not suffered the

and prevails. Memory can fail .

. grateful to you for the medal. But this

“awoke and he found himself an or-
rﬁhan in an orphaned world. What

- Help. And the;

inshed remembrance we must not
orget our duty to those who tgz:i:al'ned.
our duty to bring justice to @ who
perpetrated unspeakable deeds, And
we must take action to root out the
vestiges of anti-Semitism in America,
to quash the violence-prone or hate
groups even before they ¢an spread
their venom and destruction.

let all of us, Jew and non-Jew
alike, pledge ourselves today to the
life of the Jewish dream, to a time
when war is no more, when all nations
live in peace, when each man, woman
and child lives in the dignify that God
intended.

On f of your fellow citizens,
now let me sign this proclamation
commemorating  Jewish - Heritage
Week. . . L

Y i
Wiesel’s Remarks

Mr. President, speaking of the con-
ciliation, I was very pleased that we
met before, so a stage of the concilia-
tion has been set in motion between °
us, But then, we were never on two
sides, We were on the same side. We
were always on the side of justice, al-
ways on the side of memory, against
the SS and against what they repre-
sent. R

It was good talking to you, and I am

medal is not mine alone, It belon‘gl:to
all those who remember what SS kill-
ers have done to theif victims,
It was given to me by the American
ple for my writings, teachi
for my testihony. When I write; | feel
my invisible teachers standing oyer °
my shoulders, reading my words and
;udging their veracity, And while [
‘eel responsible for the living, I feel
equally responsible to the dead. Their
memory dwells in my memory.
Alone in an Orphaned World

' Forty years ago, a young man

ave I learned in the last 40 years?
Small things. I learned the perils of |
langu:fe and those of silence, I i
learned that in extreme situationg :
when human lives and di%nity are at
stake, neutrality is a sin, It helps the :
killers, not the victims. I learned the
meaning of solitude, Mr. President.
We were alone, desperately alone.
Today is April 19, and April 19, 1943,
the Warsaw Ghetto rose in arms
against the onslaught of the Nazis.
ey were so few and so young andso
helpless. And nobody came fo their
had to fight what was
then the mightiest legion in Europe.
Every underground received help ex-
cept the Jewish underground. And yet *

they managed to fight and resist and ¥

push back those Nazis and their ac.
complices for six weeks. And yet the , .
2R

o

leaders of the free world, Mr. Presi-
dent, knew eve; did so lit-
tle, or nothing, or at least nothing
specifically to save Jewish children
from death. You spoke of Jewish chil-
dren, Mr. President, One million Jew-
ish children perisheéd. If [ spent my
entire life recit their names, 1
would die before finishing the fask.
Fragility of Human Condition
- Mr. President, 1 have seen chil-
dren, I have seen them being thrown
in the flames alive. Words, t.he¥l die
o my lips, So I have learned, I have
learned, T have learned the f’ragility
of the human condition. .
* Abd T am reminded of a great
moral essayist. The gentle and force-
ful Abe Rosenthal, having visited
Auschwitz, once wrote an extraordi.
; repom:jge about the persecution
of Jews, and he called it, “‘Forgive
;gem not, Father, for they knew what
ey did.”

I have learned that the Holocaust
was a unique and uniquely Jewish
event, albeit with universal implica-
tions. Not all victims were Jews, But
all Jews were victims, I have learned
the danger of indifference, the crime
of indifference. For the opgosite of
love, I have learned, is not hate, but
indifference. Jews were killed by the

- enemy but betrayed by their so-called _
allies, who found political reasons to

justity their indifference or passivity.
-, But T have also learned that suffer-
confers no privileges, It all de-

‘pends what one does with it, And this

18 why survivors, of whom you spoke,
Mr, President, have tried to teach
their contemporaries how to build on
ruins, how to invent hope in a world
that offers none, how to proclaim
faith t0 a generation that has seen it
shamed and mutilated. And I believe,
we believe, that memory is the an-
swer, perhaps the only answer,

- -Afew days ago, on the anniversary
1 the liberation of Buchenwald, all of
us, Americans, watched with dismay
and anger as the Soviet Union and
East Germany distorted both past
and present history.

' Mr. President, I was there. [ wag
there when American liberators ar-
rived. And they gave us back our
lives. And what I felt for them then
nourishes me (0 the end of my days

* ‘and will do so. If you only knew what

we tried to do with them then. We who
were so weak that we couldn't carry
our own lives, we tried to carry them
in triumph. = *

Mr. President, we are grateful to
the American Army for liberating us.
We are grateful to this country, the

test democracy in the world, the
reest nation in the world, the moral
nation, the authority im the world,
And we are grateful, especially, to
this country for having offered us

A
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haven and refuge, and grateful tq its
Iea?emhip for being so friendly to Is-
rael.

And, Mr. President, do you know
that the Ambassador of Israel, who
sits next to you, who is my friend, and
has been for so many years, is him-
self a survivor? And if you knew all
the causes we fouiht togse;her for the
Iast 30 years, you should be prouder of
hirm, And we are proud of him.

Support for Israel

And we are grateful, of course, to
Israel. We are eternally grateful to
Israel for existing. We needed Israel
in 194?‘35 wecn it ntf:w. And we are
grateful to Congress for its continu-
ous philosophy of humanpism and
compassion for the underprivilefed,

And ag for yourself, Mr. President,
we are so grateful to you for being a
friend of the Jewish people, for trying
to help the oppressed Jews in” the
Soviet Union. And to do whatever we
can to save Shcharansky and Abe
Stolar and Iosit Begun and Sakharov
and all the dissidents who need free-
dom. And of course, we thank yoy for
youlr support of the Jewish state of Is-
rael.

But, Mr. President, I wouldn’t be
the person I am, and you wouldn't re-
spect me for what I am, if I were not
totell youalso of the sadness that is in

il
good and evil. And we must never
co! them, e

For I have seen the SS at work. And".*.
I have seen their victims. They were
my friends. They were my parents. - - -

Mr. President, there was a degree ...
of suffering and loneliness in the con-
centration camps that defies imagi-, ; .. .
nation. Cut off from the world with no.
refuge anywhere, sons watched help- e

" lessly their fathers being beaten to * * ~
death, Mothers watched their chil- ' '
dren die of hunger. And then there '
was Mengele and his selections. Ter. ~
ror, fear, isolation, torture, gas-~
chambers, flames, flames rising to
the heavens.

But, Mr. President, I know and I '
understand, we all do, that you seek’ =
reconciliation. And so do I, so do we. - < -
And I too wish to attain true reconcili-
ation with the German people. I do
not believe in collective guilt, nor in .
collective responsibility. Only the’..
killers were guilty, Their sons and .™..
daughters are not. o

And I believe, Mr, President, that - *“..
we can and we must work together .7.

with them and with all people. Andwe . .-
must work to bring peace and under- ..*.
standing to a tormented world that, « .
a8 you know, is still awaiting redemp-"
tion.

I thank you, Mr. President.

IX

I

v
[

my heart for what happ during
the last week. And I am sure that you,
too, are sad for the same reasons.
What can I do? I belong to a trau-
matized generation. And to us, as to
you, symbols are important. And fur.
thermore, following

Jewish heritage, our tradition com-
mands us “‘to speak truth to power.”

So may I speak to , Mr. Prest-
dent, with respect and admiration, of
the events that happened?

We have thet four or five times.
And each time I came away enriched,
for 1 know of your commitment to hu-
manity.

And therefore I am convinced, as
you have told us earlier when we
spoke, that you were not aware of the
presence of SS graves in the Bitburg
cemetery. Of course you didn’t know.
But now we all are aware.

Your Place Is With the Victims

May I, Mr. President, if it's possi-
ble at all, implore you to do some-
thing else, to find a way, to find an-

* other way, another site? That place,

MF. President, is not your place. Your
place is with the victims of the SS.
©Oh, we know there are political and
strategic reasons, bat this issue, as
all issues related to that awesome
event, transcends politics and diplo-

macy. .
. The issue here is not politics, but

Sk wapl, 94
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I our ancient”
' tradition, and we are speaking about

Kirkpatrick Appears to Differ
With Reagan on Nazi Soldiers ®

. ——— A
Jeare J. Kirkpatrick was honored by", %,
a group of Jewish leaders in Manhattan',.”,
yesterday and seemed to join in their’,",
criticism of President Reagan for’ Ve
likening German soldiers killed in”,",
World War II to the inmates of Nazi”, .
concentration camps. - -
“The fact is that we are not all'y"
equally guilty, we are not all equallyi
dangerous, we are not all equally vic-
tims,”” Dr. Kirkpatrick said at a lunch-' *
eon of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations : .
at the Pierre Hotel, [
Dr. Kirkpatrick, who until recently
was President Reagan’s chief delegate
to the United Nations, did not mention _
the President by name. Lt
She clearly took issue with those who v .
would forget the Holocaust. i
““It was not until my four yearsatthe -,
United Nations that I understood the,
extent to which the drama of the Holo-
caust — the victimization of the Jewish . ~,
people — continues to this very day,” , .,
she said. “‘Having learned that lesson I, .
believe of course that all of us never ; ..
forget it."” : N ¢ u
Dr. Kirkpatrick was honored for
being ‘“a strong vbice"’ in support of Is-
rael at the United Nations.




